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WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING ABOUT 
‘CREATE YOUR OWN INSPIRING WEDDING CEREMONY’

also by Wendy Haynes

“Perfection all round. This book was a gift to us both. Exploring what we 
wanted was made so easy and our ceremony was perfect.”

Annabelle and Peter – NSW, Australia

“Wendy is a wonderful celebrant and her passion and joy is evident on 
every page. I was deeply touched and cried when I read some of the 
stories. We both felt excited about each and every chapter she covered. 
Our own wedding ceremony became so much more t han we had ever 
imagined. Thank you for all of your ideas and inspiration.” 

Gareth and Trish – NSW, Australia

“Congratulations on a wonderful book – as a celebrant of many years it 
has given me inspiration and ideas to pass onto my couples. I read the 
book the day it arrived! Thanks again.”

Jenny (celebrant) – Queensland

“My wedding celebrant loaned me a copy of your book. It is has been 
fantastic. You made it so easy to understand and we loved the ideas 
and first-hand stories. It inspired us to create a ceremony that was so 
meaningful and special – we loved it!”

Carol and Steve – Sydney, Australia



vWhat others are saying

“We wouldn’t have known where to start without your book. We were 
able to create a relaxed and intimate ceremony that everybody loved and 
talked about for a long time afterwards.”

Vanessa and Rodney – Coffs Harbour, Australia

“Your book walked us through writing our ceremony step by step. It had 
plenty of examples and we were able to include our own ideas. It is a 
great book for both couples who don’t know where to start and also those 
(like us) who have both had traditional weddings before and wanted 
something different.”

Trinity and Paul – Coffs Harbour, Australia

 “We loved everything about your book! It not only assisted us in creating 
our ceremony, it also taught us some new and exciting things about each 
other. We wrote the ceremony of our dreams!”

Katherine and Jason – Sydney, Australia

“It made putting feelings into words so much easier. It became an 
essential tool for writing our vows and choosing a format for our wedding. 
Our ceremony was suited to our individual needs and described our 
relationship perfectly.”

Brett and Melissa – Guyra, Australia

 “I purchased your book ‘Create Your Own Inspiring Wedding Ceremony’ 
at the Celebrant Conference this year. I congratulate you on a good 
publication. It’s the best one I have read yet.” 

Sarah (celebrant) – Sydney, Australia

“Thank you for your inspirational book. I lent it to one of my couples 
who vowed and declared (sorry about the pun) they could not write their 
own vows. Four days after lending them your book they arrived back with 

their own vows written and commented on how rewarding the exercise 
was. You have given me lots of ideas and inspiration. Congratulations 
and thank you.”

Diane (celebrant) – NSW, Australia
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“I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you for your 
excellent book. Congratulations!”

Steve (celebrant) – South Australia

“Thank you, Wendy, for making our wedding day so special. Your book 
took both of us on a journey that saw our wedding and indeed our 
relationship grow to a new level. A keepsake that we will treasure.”

Chris and Linda – Queensland, Australia

“I really enjoyed your book and I know I will use it a lot with ceremonies. 
I found it to be creative and vibrant.”

Christine (celebrant) – Victoria, Australia
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1Foreword

FOREWORD

A beautifully crafted piece of poetry, reading or blessing can enhance a 
wedding ceremony in a multitude of ways. It can bring the innermost 
thoughts and feelings of a couple to life in a simple and uplifting manner. 
The words can reflect a couples values and ideals and offer them inspiration 
in what will be a long journey together. Poems, readings and blessings at 
a wedding ceremony can leave a lasting imprint not only upon the couple 
but upon everyone present.

“Wendy Haynes is a very talented celebrant who inspires couples to create 
the most wonderful ceremonies with lasting memories.

This book ‘Inspiring Readings and Blessings for a Wedding Ceremony’ is  
filled with useful and easy to follow tips to help create poems, readings and 
blessings for wedding ceremonies. The collection of sample poems, readings 
and blessings written by Wendy shows how she has taken ideas, feelings and 
general information and turned them into the most inspiring messages.

The book provides an simple step by step guide for the creation of unique 
and personally composed readings and blessings with very little fuss.

It shows how to take information and ideas, and convert them into personal 
and unique content that will enhance any ceremony.

I fully recommend this resource for anyone interested in composing the 
most inspiring content for wedding ceremonies.”

Sally Cant 
Civil Celebrant 
Director – The Celebrants Training College
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 “Poetry is the music of the soul, and,  
above all, of great and feeling souls.” 

Voltaire

INTRODUCTION

Writing a personal reading or blessing for your wedding ceremony can 
be a treasured addition to your celebration. People will be touched by 
the meaningful expression of your words. The act of personalising your 
ceremony in this way is simpler than you may think. You don’t have to be 
Shakespeare to write great love sonnets, or Wordsworth to create poetry 
that will be loved for centuries. This book is aimed at giving you an easy 
step-by-step guide for the creation of unique and personally composed 
readings and blessings with very little fuss. 

Sourcing your inspiration and ideas is easy – it is a matter of asking the 
right questions. We all have our beliefs and understandings about love 
and friendship, about marriage and family; and we have our dreams and 
aspirations. By following the prompts in this book you can bring forth the 
most amazing material that can be shaped into the reading or blessing 
for your ceremony. 

Your poems, readings and blessings will become a family treasure.
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 READINGS AND BLESSINGS 

If you don’t have a natural flair for creative writing: relax, follow the 
guidelines in this book, have a bit of fun and, with a little bit of inspiration 
and practice, you will go a long way to creating some extraordinary 
readings and blessings. Let us first look at seven examples of readings 
and blessings that have been specially created for couples on their 
wedding day.

Marriage is a Gift

Love is constant and ever present, Love wants to be 
expressed… more than once.

Love opens the door to kindness and generosity, 
Love expresses tolerance and understanding.

Love celebrates the joys  
And the achievements of each other.

Love can go deeper  
And the union can become stronger  
When facing the challenges together.

A vital marriage takes time and effort. 
Marriage is a gift for life. 

Wendy Haynes
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Our Love

Love is holding hands as we stand side by side. 
It is standing together in difficult times.

Love is holding true to myself 
And honouring you in our differences.

Love is laughing with you, and crying with you. 
It is playing with Joel and Sami, our beautiful boys, 
And watching them grow.

Love is walking along the beach with you 
And climbing every mountain together.

Love is snuggling up at night, 
Love is holding you tight.

Love is what I feel being with you.

Wendy Haynes
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The Gift of Abiding Love and Devotion

As individuals we are given life and, as couples, we 
must learn to live together. We learn to be loving by 
being loved. Learning to love and living together can 
be a big challenge – and it is the shared goal of a 
married life. 

Love takes commitment: commitment to be true to 
ourselves, commitment to offer our friendship, trust, 
respect, freedom and support to continue to grow 
and learn as an individual. 

It takes faith – to always be willing to go forward to 
tomorrow, never really knowing what tomorrow will 
bring. 

Most importantly, it takes willingness and integrity 
to keep our hearts open to each other, to reconnect, 
and rediscover the feeling of love and intimacy often 
in our daily lives.

When you live together with this openness, this 
connection and this trust, your lives and the lives 
of those around you are transformed and blessed. 
Today both of you are blessed with the greatest of all 
gifts, the gift of abiding love and devotion between a 
man and a woman.

Wendy Haynes
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Wedding at Sunrise

The morning sun is now warm upon us and brings 
with it the blessings of a new day. 

Chris and Steve, may your love, like the sun, 
illuminate your hearts and guide your way together. 

May you be blessed with courage, patience and 
understanding so that all of your thoughts, words and 
actions bring peace and harmony to your lives. There 
will be clouds that come, as well as rainy days, and 
yet the sun will always rise. 

Rest in the quiet presence of your own heart and 
bring the awareness of this peace into your everyday 
lives. Share time together to honour and give 
gratitude for all that you love and appreciate about 
each other. Dance and laugh together often.

Let the understandings you have brought here today 
be present in the ways that you communicate and 
care for one another. 

May you stand together with clear vision and open 
hearts. May you love one another, wholeheartedly, 
for many years.

Wendy Haynes
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Many Blessings

May you be blessed 
With love, joy and happiness.

May you be blessed 
With excitement and adventure

And courage to be true 
To what is important in your lives together.

May you be blessed 
With quiet times and a deep peace in your lives

As you do what needs to be done 
And as you honour the love you share.

May you be blessed 
With your rich sense of humour and playfulness

May you be blessed 
With a lifetime of dancing together

And holding hands 
Even when you are old and wrinkly.

You are both truly blessed 
With your true friendship 
And the love that surrounds you here today.

Many blessings on your journey of married life!

Wendy Haynes
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Deep Gratitude

Our love gets stronger every day, 
Grace blesses us in every way.

Let us live and laugh together, 
Let us plan and dream together, 
Let us grow in health and happiness together.

Our hands and hearts are joined 
In love and in trust we stand.

Today I marry my dearest friend 
And closest companion.

Thank you for all you have given me.

Wendy Haynes

Love is

Love is watching the sun rise together 
Holding hands in silence 
In deep communion of the heart. 
It is sharing laughter and happiness, 
Tears and stories. 
It is our lives and love shared.

Wendy Haynes
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INSPIRATION FOR YOUR WEDDING READING

You may have a love letter, or a whole drawer of love letters, or text 
messages or emails, from when you were first courting, birthdays, 
anniversaries, special moments… or for no reason other than just sending 
a love note… that you could craft into a reading. A tweak here and there, 
the private and sexy line deleted for the sake of grandma, and you could 
have your reading pretty well written.

If, however, you are starting from scratch, just answer the following 
questions to get the lines rolling. You can write your thoughts in point 
form or you can write pages and pages and then enhance them or prune 
them later. For now, just write whatever comes to mind when you read 
the following prompts and you can edit it later. Write down the serious, 
the heartfelt and the humorous thoughts.  Everything … This is for your 
eyes only at this stage of the creative process.

What do you love about each other?
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Complete the following statements… as many times as you like:

Love is…

Love is…

Love is…
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Love is…

Love is…

Love is…



Inspiring Readings and Blessings for a Wedding Ceremony12

Love is…

Love is…

Love is…
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Friendship means…

Friendship means…

Friendship means…
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Marriage means…

Marriage means…

Marriage means…
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What are important values/qualities for a healthy 
relationship?
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CREATING YOUR WEDDING READING

Handy Tips

Read back over your thoughts and ideas and cross off the ones you know 
are definitely not going into a publicly shared reading. 

If you have a computer you may wish to type up your ideas at this point 
as it is much easier to ‘cut and paste’ and move lines around.

Now group your ideas – funny ones, serious ones, thoughts about the 
difficulties, about the joys and delete any repeated ideas.

Take your ideas and begin to shape them into sentences and paragraphs. 
Remember, you don’t have to use all of the material you have written. 
Be selective and chop and change as you so wish. You can also start to 
play around with the order of the sentences. Number them, if that works 
for you… or cut and paste them around in a computer word processing 
program. You can add words and sentences as you go along if you need 
to join one idea to another.

If necessary, ask a trusted friend to help you with this shaping of the 
reading as they can often be more objective about this exercise. Keep 
playing with it. Ask someone to read what you have written and give 
feedback on how it flows.

Now look at some actual examples. If you write that the important values 
in your relationship are honesty, trust and faithfulness, and giving and 
receiving love in all areas of your life, you could write either a reading or 
a blessing. 
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The Reading 

Love is having the courage and strength  
To uphold and honour all that you value.  
It is being honest and faithful to each other. 
It is giving and receiving love and trust  
In all that you think, say and do. 

Transformed to a Blessing

May you continue to be blessed  
With courage and strength  
To uphold and honour all that you value –  
Honesty, trust and faithfulness. 

May you give and receive love  
In all that you think, say and do.

There are more tips at the end of this book which are worth checking 
out.  Here are some more examples of what others have written using 
these prompts to inspire you on this creative writing journey.
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MORE READINGS

Marriage is an Exciting Adventure
(Anna and Scott Bourke)

Marriage is an exciting adventure, 
The path is always changing and the way is varied 
Sometimes easy, sometimes hard.

And sometimes, with the challenges  
The adventure halts and becomes stagnant 
And yet, as with all stories, this too will pass.

It may take courage and determination  
To face the challenges  
And not give up because it is too hard.

You will need to listen diligently  
And respond thoughtfully and honestly, 
And compromises may need to be reached.

There has to be tolerance for differences. 
Forgiveness and patience  
Even when you feel disinclined. 
And, at times, a helping hand can bring new light 
To an unknown way.
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Practise kindness and compassion,  
Gentleness and caring.  
Security and freedom can come  
From a deep and loving commitment  
And can enhance the shared peace and joy 
A thousand fold. 

Marriage can provide an opportunity  
To grow and learn more about oneself.  
It can provide encouragement and inspiration.

It offers shared experiences 
That reveal so much more  
Of life’s many mysteries and wonders.

All in all, a marriage and a life well lived together, 
Will present a rich tapestry that comes from sharing 
Your life with someone you love.

Wendy Haynes
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Darren and Kelly, with their daughter, Laura are ‘The Red Team’. This 
lighthearted reading was created for their special wedding ceremony.

The Red Team

Love is seeing as your strengths,  
What you see as your weaknesses. 
Love is a cup of tea, white, one sugar, 
On a Saturday morning. 
Love is never the same, 
It is an evolving daily adventure. 
Love is Laura lying between us in the morning, 
With one arm over each of our necks. 
Love is not questioning the Fox Sports Subscription. 
Love is accepting ABBA as the ‘other woman’. 
Love is to embrace 
 the annual, come quarterly girl’s weekend,  
Come Daddy Daughter weekend 

Love is complementing each other.  
Love is being stronger together.

Love is the ‘Red Team’.
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Shelley and Dean held their wedding ceremony in their beautiful garden 
with a small group of family and friends. They created a lot of their 
ceremony as well as the following reading, which they read taking turns 
for each verse.

What is Love?
(Written by Dean and Shelley Kearney)

This is to be a short verse  
To describe our love. 
But what are the words  
That could carry these emotions? 
I stumble through my vocabulary  
And settle with “I love you”, 
“I love you”, “I love you”, “I love you”. 
But what is love, I ask? What is this thing?

I have heard it described in many ways,  
By many people, 
But to tell the whole truth,  
I never really took much notice. 
It never really made much sense 
I saw no evidence of it  
In the world around me. 
Or perhaps I should say  
I never saw it in myself.

Wars have been fought in the name of love. 
Everything and anything  
Has been bought and sold in its honour.
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We are told that love is in the air 
And love is all you need. 
And yet, in my life there was just me… 
But then you came along…

And I swear there was thunder and lightning 

And the sky seemed bluer 
And the birds and the insects  
Were singing just for me.

It was truth and it was beautiful 
And here we are and here it is.

To me love is sitting next to you at night, 
Love is sharing my thoughts with you. 
To me love is missing you 
When you are not near. 
Love is in the silence at the top of a mountain 

When I stand by your side. 
Love is wanting to spend  
The rest of my life with you.

Perhaps love cannot be defined by words 
And it is difficult to understand,  
But it is unmistakable when it is known

I love you.
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USING METAPHORS AND SYMBOLS

If you could think of a metaphor for your 
marriage what would it be? 

Love is Like the Ocean

Our love is like the ocean – vast and never-ending. 
Extending way beyond what we, or others, can see. 
Each drop of the ocean, small in its own right, 
makes up the greater whole, just as every small act 
of kindness and caring in our daily lives creates our 
marriage.

In the depth of our love, it is still and all 
encompassing, holding everything, regardless of 
rough winds that may blow us here and there, or 
tides of emotion that may come and go. Our love is 
constant, present and all embracing. 

Wendy Haynes
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You may wish to write a reading or blessing that is inspired by your 
surroundings. Your answers to the following question may inspire you to 
form a verse or a poem like the one on the following page. Play with your 
ideas and rework them until you are happy. 

What might the qualities of your wedding venue 
or environment symbolise in your relationship?
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The Beauty of Marriage

Let the beauty of our surroundings be symbolic of 
the beauty of your love that you bring here today. 

May the trees remind you of the strength of your 
commitment. The tendrils and roots of your love 
growing deep in your hearts providing a strong 
foundation for your relationship. 

Like the branches and stems, may you reach out 
and grow providing shelter and protection for all 
who sit in its shade. 

Like the light reflecting here and there on the leaves 
may it represent the twinkle in your eyes that you 
hold for each other. 

May you grow and prosper together like the 
beautiful new coloured growth. 

May the flowers represent harmony and laughter in 
your life and may your marriage bear the fruits of 
your love and kindness, bringing forth a home and 
family that makes your hearts sing.

May your lives be blessed with great beauty and 
harmony, such as that we see here today.

Wendy Haynes
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STILL NO IDEAS?

Music and poetry are all around us but putting it onto paper is another 
story… still no ideas? Try writing a love letter… about love.

Write a love letter to your fiancé or partner, sharing 
with them what marriage or love means for you, and then 
you can use the ideas from this to craft your reading. If you both take 
the time to pen this expression of your inner thoughts you will have lots 
of material for your reading, and possibly a few tears of joy when you 
read each other’s letter. 

Dear  
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READING AND VOWS COMBINED

Sally and Douglas  created the following reading and vows combined 
for their beautiful wedding down by the river at Gleniffer in Bellingen.

Sally: Amazing wonderful man. We’ve shared so 
much laughter together that I feel as if the heavens 
have given me a lifetime of happiness already.

Will you stand here in front of all our family and 
friends and say out loud the words we’ve only 
shared in the quiet spaces of us?

Will you dream with me and remind me to smile 
when I’m grumpy and have lost the light? 

Will you fly with me into two beautiful lives and yet 
remember to follow your heart?

Will you let me purr out my happiness on the same 
shoulder as my tears have fallen to?

Will you be brave and walk with me into the scary 
places and use your great sense of humour to help 
us through conflict and vice? 

Will you continue to be the “bloke” you are so I can 
keep my sacred women’s business safe and never 
have to tell you how a “Mum look” works?

Beautiful man, you constantly amaze me. I once 
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exclaimed, “I love your mind. I love the way you 
think!” That was I, astounded at the you that makes 
you who you are. So yes, I do think you’re gorgeous 
but it took more than that to catch my attention. 

If we are given the chance to grow old together, then 
let the space we travel to be a healthy one. Let it be 
as our parents and mentors have shown us – that 
there are depths of respect and teamwork beyond 
words. We have a path to travel whether short or 
long, are you, Alan Robert Douglas Tuck, ready to 
do this with me? 

Douglas: Yes, I am. I call upon everyone here 
present to witness that I, Douglas, take you, Sally, 
to be my wife.

Marriage to me is a commitment to the future, to 
look at the relationship with the long term in mind, 
work out those little problems before they become 
big ones, and remember to keep the magic of our 
beginnings alive in the years to come.

Sally, will you take this step with me, will you look 
to the future with me, and walk at my side, holding 
my hand as we share what life brings us?

Sally, will you be my wife? 

Sally: I will. I call upon everyone here present to 
witness that I, Sally, take you, Douglas, to be my 
husband.
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SPECIAL FOCUS READINGS

Readings that focus on one particular aspect of your life together can 
be beautiful to explore and create. For example, there is the ‘hand 
ceremony’. It is a reading that expresses what holding hands means for 
the couple. Answer the following question and then look at the example 
that follows on the next page.

What does holding each other’s hands represent?
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THE IDEAS TRANSFORMED TO A READING

James and Elizabeth gave these answers to the question: 

What does holding each other’s hands represent?

Answers: Nurturing our love, holding each other, hugging, relaxing, 
safe and loved. Celebrating. Strength and tenderness. We love to hold 
hands, not because we have to but because we want to. We want to be 
able to reach out and give to the other, and also receive. We want to hold 
hands even when we are old.

I then transformed their answers to this reading:

Your Hands

Your hands together will nurture your love and your 
relationship. Hold each other and gently hug one 
another often. In times of struggle, may they help 
you to relax and feel safe and loved. In times of joy, 
may they join in celebration. 

May these hands that are given to the other freely 
and without reservation be blessed with strength 
and tenderness. May these hands continue to build 
a relationship founded in grace, rich in caring, and 
devoted to loving. May they always be held by one 
another for many more years to come.

Wendy Haynes
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HANDING THE PEN TO OTHERS

Creative Friends

Or you can hand the task of creating a reading or blessing over to a 
creative friend… or a bunch of creative friends.

Glen and Carolyn got married amongst the natural beauty in the Yuragir 
National Park. Their close friend, Nikki, wrote this next reading for the 
wedding ceremony.

Dream Time

It was a dream 
in the beginning 
 by star   (and by) 
 stone 
phosphorescence in the foam

But Love demanded vulnerability 
 or the dream would be hollow

Love demanded honesty 
or the dream would be only pretence

Love demanded courage 
 or there would be simply 
 no dream
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And so by star 
 the dreamers’ guide 
 at each crossroads 
 you invoked the three: 
  honesty 
  courage 
  vulnerability

And so by stone 
solid foundations 
you made a home                   
 and so…

Love led you here 
 where your dream  
 hangs like magic in the air 
Love led you here.

Blessed Be

Nikki J Moore
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Creative Family

When I was chatting with the bride and groom, Rhea and Matt, about role 
models they had for their married life, they both talked enthusiastically 
about Matt’s grandparents, Don and Mavis. I asked if I could call Don 
and Mavis and find out if there were any tips they would like to pass onto 
Matt and Rhea about having a long and vibrant marriage. 

Don and Mavis were very happy to work with me and I asked them to 
consider the following question: What would you say are important qualities 
for a healthy and lasting marriage? Don and Mavis wrote a beautiful 
reading. This is an excerpt from Matt and Rhea’s wedding ceremony.

Loving, Sharing and Caring

Wendy: Don and Mavis Collins are two very special 
people in Matt and Rhea’s lives together. Matthew’s 
grandparents have provided a light that is shining bright 
for Matthew and Rhea, inspiring them both in their 
relationship and inspiring them to achieve a long and 
happy marriage together. I would like to invite Don and 
Mavis to please come forward.

Don: Good afternoon, folks. As you have been told, we 
are Matthew’s grandparents. Why have we been asked to 
speak? Fifty-five years of marriage – that’s why. A mate 
of mine, in Port, addressing me at our celebration said, 
‘Good God!  Darcy Dugan didn’t get that long.’

But, my marriage to Mavis has been a joy. She’s my 
confidant, lover, best mate and the one I lean on.  
We both believe three words describe success in marriage 
– loving, sharing, caring; and caring is the most important.
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In any marriage that lasts like ours, of course there has 
to be highs and lows. Highs – happy times that you share 
and enjoy together; and lows – miserable times, when 
you despair.  This is when caring is needed, together with 
love and support.

You know, each partner in a marriage needs to be a bit 
of a psychologist. They need to be able to recognise when 
their partner needs that love and support and when they 
need a little bit of space.

Now, we know Rhea and Matt love each other, by their 
commitment here, today. Now comes the sharing and 
caring. We wish them well on their journey together, and 
hope their marriage is as long, loving and lasting as 
ours, and I hope, Matt, that in the distant years you get 
the opportunity to speak to your grandchild, at his or her 
wedding, as I have today.

Mavis: Matthew and Rhea, we wish you both every 
happiness and a long and loving marriage. We love you 
both dearly.        

Wendy: What a privilege it is to be witness to a couple 
who are living the ideal of a ‘happy marriage’. Thank 
you, Don and Mavis. Matt and Rhea, may you always 
know you are dearly loved, and in times of need call upon 
the love, wisdom and support that is present here today.
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INSPIRATION FOR YOUR WEDDING BLESSING

The blessings that are usually spoken at the end of the wedding ceremony, 
after you have said your vows and exchanged rings, are created in a very 
similar way to the readings, however the focus will be on what you look 
forward to, and what you hope for your married life. You take your written 
dreams and wishes and turn them into a blessing that will speak to your 
heart and affirm the vision you hold for your marriage.

You can approach this the same way you did the readings. If you 
answer the following prompts you will find you have plenty of material 
to work with.

What do you look forward to?
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Think about your married life together and then answer the following 
statement: 

May we be blessed with…
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CREATING YOUR WEDDING BLESSING

The Ideas Transformed to a Blessing

Let’s look at how I have transformed other couples’ dreams and wishes 
into blessings. 

Sentences such as:  ‘We wish for lots of money’ can be transformed 
into… 

May your marriage be blessed with abundance. 

Or: ‘We look forward to our extensions on our home being complete so 
the dirt and dust is all gone’ can be transformed into…

May you both be blessed with long afternoons of 
relaxing on your veranda, knowing that all of your 
renovations are complete. 

Or: ‘Laughter, friendship, peace together, inner strength and courage 
to face whatever comes. Good health and wealth.’

May your lives be blessed with laughter and friendship, 
inner strength and courage, that will hold you through 
the many twists and turns of life. May you be blessed 
with good health, prosperity, peace and happiness.
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HANDY TIPS

Read back over your thoughts and ideas and cross off the ones you know 
are definitely not going to use. Begin to re-phrase them like the last few 
examples.

Follow the tips that were given for the readings.

If necessary, ask a trusted friend to help you with this shaping of the 
blessing as they can often be more objective about this exercise.  

Keep playing with it. Ask someone to read what you have written and 
give feedback on how it flows. 
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MORE BLESSINGS

Blessed Love and Laughter

May this marriage be blessed 
With love, laughter, peace and happiness.

With love that supports and nurtures you and your 
family.

With laughter that fills your home and family life.

With a lightness and joy that is contagious.

With smiles that welcome and relax.

May you find peace in your space together 

And in your time apart.

May true contentment and happiness be yours.

May this marriage be blessed 
With love, laughter, peace and happiness.

Wendy Haynes
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A Marriage Blessing

May your wish to go on growing together be 
fulfilled, supporting and caring for one another 
through the joys and challenges that life brings. 

Keep looking for ways to surprise each other and 
keep sight of what has brought you here today: your 
love for each other. 

May your home be a place of peace and happiness 
for all who come there, and a place where people 
feel renewed and welcome; a place for growing and 
a place for sharing, a place for laughter, a place for 
quiet and a place for love. 

May your family and friends be nurtured and 
enriched by your love for one another.

Wendy Haynes
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Happiness and Marriage
(Matt and Rhea)

May you always feel as close as you do this day,

May your lives be graced with good health and 
abundance. 

May you always find happiness in your home

And may it be a refuge from the storms of life,

A sanctuary that you enrich with your love.

May your love grow ever stronger 

As you share your lives together, 

And may your future be even more 

Wonderful than you ever dreamed possible.

Wendy Haynes
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TRANSFORMING A BLESSING INTO A PRAYER

The next two examples will reveal how you can transform a reading into 
a prayer. 

Blessings of Peace and Happiness

Brian and Jane, may you be blessed with many years of 
happiness and a shared peace. You have come here today to 
give the rest of your lives to each other. May your commitment 
to each other continue to grow in its depth and understanding. 
With each new day may you move deeper into the mystery 
which is the love that unites you both as one.

Remember that on this journey called marriage, there will 
be moments of perfection and times of harmony. There will 
also be imperfections and weaknesses. Allow forgiveness 
and encouragement to be born from the grace of your love 
for each other. Trust each other, particularly in times of 
difficulty, knowing that together you can weather any storm. 

May you be blessed with open hearts and clear vision, and 
may you be blessed by the love and friendship that your 
family and friends bring here to your celebration today.

May you keep the love and hope of this day ever present in 
your hearts, and may your love, trust and respect for each other 
continue to grow with each passing day.

Wendy Haynes



Transforming a blessing into a prayer 43

A Prayer for Peace and Happiness

God our creator and source of life and love, we ask you 
to bless Brian and Jane with many years of happiness 
and a shared peacefulness of spirit. They come here 
today to give the rest of their lives to each other. 

Help their commitment to each other continue to 
grow in its depth and understanding. With each 
new day, may they move deeper into the mystery 
which is the love that binds them together as one.

Help them to trust each other, particularly in times 
of difficulty, knowing that together they can weather 
any storm. May their love, trust and respect for 
each other grow with each passing day.

We pray that you will help them draw upon the 
ever present love and peace that resides within 
each of them, knowing that there will be moments 
of perfection and harmony as well as times of 
imperfections and weaknesses. However, your 
promise to us was of a love that is capable of 
forgiving – give them both the grace to bring forth 
that love and to forgive and encourage when needed.

Finally, we ask you to bless Brian and Jane with 
open hearts and clear vision, and may they feel the 
love and friendship that surrounds them here today 
as they celebrate their marriage. 

Amen

Wendy Haynes
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FROM SIMPLE IDEAS TO AN INSPIRATIONAL  
READING AND BLESSING

Kurt’s Ideas

What does marriage mean for you?

Spending my life with Bec 
Showing how much we love each other by showing life-long 
commitment 
Making our life together official

What are important qualities for a healthy relationship?

Care for each others needs 
Good sex life 
Understanding in beliefs, morals, standards 
Sharing experiences together as Husband and Wife

What do you love and appreciate about Bec?

Bec loves me for who I am 
Always by my side to help me with any problems I have 
Isn’t afraid to tell me what’s wrong or if something troubles her 
Always keen to have fun and muck around 
Isn’t afraid to show or tell me how much she loves me 
How she has so many good qualities I could take up heaps of pages 
writing all of them
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What do you look forward to?

Being a big part of Bec’s life 
Spending infinite fun times together 
Starting a family and buying a house 
Creating and sharing memories for the rest of our lives together

Bec’s Ideas

What does marriage mean for you?

Growing together, helping each other in life 
A partnership to share and care 
Listening to each other every day 
Trying new things and supporting each other’s decisions, choices, 
ideas 
Love unconditionally, physically, emotionally

What are important qualities for a healthy relationship?

Support/encouragement 
Communication/discussion, fighting/arguing 
Praise/love 
Open mind 
Being individuals as well as a whole 
Sharing stories, ideas, beliefs, memories 
Affection

What do you love and appreciate about Kurt?

He always makes me smile/laugh even if I’m trying to stay angry 
He’s very positive in life 
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Looks at the best in people 
Very friendly, happy person 
Appreciates me  and loves me 
I love how he sleeps, breathes heavily and sometimes with his eyes 
slightly open 
Gives me big hugs and it makes me forget about everything else, 
except for us 
His dedication to anything – job, family, friends 
Doesn’t think just of himself, puts others first 
A very loving/kind person

What do you look forward to?

Living through good and bad with Kurt 
Helping each other to be happy 
Sleeping in with Kurt (spooning) 
Starting a family 
Special days/nights (anniversaries) 
Watching our children grow up and being a positive part of their 
lives together 
Having fun, laughing, crying, just simply ‘living’ with Kurt. 
Buy a house of our own and creating a home 
Creating/sharing memories
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Marriage
(Kurt and Bec Ramsay)

Marriage is about growing together and helping each 
other in life. It is a partnership where there is mutual 
sharing and caring, support and encouragement. 
It is about keeping an open mind and clear vision. 
And trying new things and supporting each other’s 
decisions, choices, ideas and goals. 

Marriage is about listening to each other every day 
and taking the time to understand the other. It is 
about effective communication, healthy discussions 
and fair disagreements. It is about sharing stories, 
thoughts, beliefs and memories and making history 
together.

Marriage is loving unconditionally, it is honouring 
the intimacy they share and respecting each other’s 
need for affection and tenderness. It is praising and 
appreciating the things that you love in the other… 
every day.

They know that for their marriage to remain vital, it 
is important to honour uniqueness and individuality 
as well as the unity they share.

This marriage is a life-long commitment to each 
other. Sharing experiences together as husband 
and wife. And it’s a celebration to make their life 
together official!

Wendy Haynes
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Wedding Day Blessing
(Kurt and Bec Ramsay)

May you have clear vision and open hearts, 
spending infinite fun times together. 

May your dream of starting a family and buying 
a home be fulfilled. May your wish of sleeping in 
together happen often. May you hold hands and 
laugh together for many years, living through the 
good and bad that life brings; growing stronger each 
year. May you celebrate many special anniversaries 
recalling the joy of today, your wedding day. May 
you create and share many happy memories for 
the rest of your lives together. May your home, your 
family and your marriage be blessed with lots of 
love, laughter, peace and happiness.

Wendy Haynes
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HANDY HINTS

If you are a whiz at writing rhyming poetry then by all means do so, 
however, you can see from the examples here that it is not necessary for 
a beautiful poem or reading to emerge.

Remember that you don’t have to use all of the information that you 
write down. Do not embarrass your guests at the ceremony with overly 
intimate details or really gushy sentiments… or worse, bore them with 
a long monologue.  

Make it real and meaningful for you both (not just for the bride and the 
girls!) and make it a pleasure for others to listen to.

As you are writing you may wish to group similar ideas and thoughts 
together to ensure you won’t be repetitive. The idea is to keep it simple. 
A blessing may just be a few lines.

If you can’t think how to phrase a line or idea, ask a family member or 
friend. I find my 17-year-old son can look at something I have written, 
with a completely different perspective, and come up with a new way of 
wording it quite easily!  

If you have tried to bring it together and it is not quite working, put it 
aside and sleep on it. You may find the next time you look at what you are 
writing the creativity flows really well! Sometimes it is simply a matter of 
changing the tense or adding a key word.
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There may be a few drafts involved until the reading or blessing sounds 
right. It is best to let it sit for a few days or even weeks and then come 
back to it and read it afresh. 

Read the poem or reading out aloud and ensure the ideas flow and make 
sense. Note on the reading where you may have to pause for emphasis 
or effect.

Choosing a Reader

Choose your readers well. It is not an easy task for those unfamiliar with 
public speaking. It requires confidence and poise to deliver a poem or 
reading well and keep the listeners engaged. You may decide the best 
person for the task is your professional celebrant or minister.

If you decide to deliver it yourself remember that it will add a little bit more 
stress for you to the already highly emotional and exciting day. So prepare 
yourself well for the task by practicing and following the tips below.    

Practice Tips for Readers

Read through the selected text a few times to ensure that you understand 
the message. What is the reading trying to convey?

Practice reading aloud. Read the poem aloud with the message in mind. 
Try looking up at the end of each line and smiling.

Read it again and slower. Note the places where you need to pause for 
effect. Pause for longer than just a quick breath.

Practice reading it aloud a few times. Ensure your voice sounds friendly, 
natural and not like a school teacher delivering a lecture.
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Reading at the Ceremony

Check with the celebrant or minister where you will be standing. Ensure 
you have the reading on a card, especially if the ceremony is outside and 
may be windy. Find out if you have to use a microphone and how close 
it needs to be held to your mouth for it to work effectively. Know how to 
turn the microphone on and off.

Move into place and before starting, smile at the guests and then to the couple.

Read your words more slowly than you think you should. Make it sound 
like a sincere conversation. Think about the meaning you are conveying 
to the couple and to all those listening.

Be yourself.

Smile and enjoy.
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HAYNES

Many blessings and may peace be  
with you and your family.
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NEXT EDITION

Many of the readings and blessings in this e-book were created from the 
ideas and thoughts of readers like yourself. I am interested in hearing 
from you for the next edition of this book.

If you would like to contribute your reading or blessing then please get 
in touch with us. Readings or blessings can be up to 1,000 words and 
must be uplifting and inspiring. It may be one you have written yourself 
or created using this book; or maybe you have found one in a newsletter, 
church magazine or email correspondence… or you have had it stuck on 
the fridge forever and a day. 

Just send a copy with your details (and the author’s details) to:

Wendy Haynes 
PO Box 688, Coffs Harbour, NSW, 2450

www.wendyhaynes.com

I will ensure that both you and/or the author are credited for your 
submission.

Also check out:

www.wendyhaynes.com/recipesforloving 

for great ideas on family traditions and rituals.

http://www.wendyhaynes.com
http://www.wendyhaynes.com
http://www.recipesforloving.com
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OTHER BOOkS BY WENDY HAYNES

Create Your Own Inspiring Wedding Ceremony 

Create Your Own Inspiring Name Giving Ceremony

Create Your Own Inspiring Funeral Ceremony

Create Your Own Inspiring Speech for Grooms (or Brides!)

How to Be an Inspiring Godparent, Mentor or Guardian

HAYNES

PO Box 688, Coffs Harbour NSW 2450 AUSTRALIA
Phone +61 (0)2 6652 1427

The Inspiring Ceremonies series of books and  
other resources are available online at:

www.WendyHaynes.com


